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Message Text 


E.O. 116552: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, SALT, FR 

SUBJ: CONSULTATIONS WITH THE FRENCH ON SALT 


REE: A. STATE 013264. B. PARIS 01595. 


1 . ON JANUARY 19, 1 USED OCCASION OF A MEETING WITH 
ELYSEE SECRETARY GENERAL, FRANCOIS-PONCET TO RAISE 
SUBJECT OF UPCOMING SALT CONSULTATIONS (REFTELS). I 
EXPLAINED THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH PRESIDENT GISCARD'S 
DESIRE, THE FIRST EXCHANGE WOULD PROBABLY TAKE PLACE 
WITH DE LABOULAYE IN WASHINGTON. 


2. FRANCOIS-PONCET SAID THAT HE WOULD CHECK WITH 
GISCARD TO CONFIRM THAT HIS IS THE WAY THAT THE 
PRESIDENT WANTS IT TO BE HANDLED. FRANCOIS-PONCET 
WILL BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH US ON THIS. HE WENT ON TO 
SAY THAT IT IS JUST POSSIBLE THAT THE OPTICS OF HOLD- 
ING BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS ON SALT IN LONDON AND BONN, 
BUT NOT IN PARIS, MIGHT NOT BE DESIRABLE TO VGE. THUS 
FRANCOIS-PONCET COULD NOT TELL US A FINAL FRENCH 
POSITION ON THE VENUE FOR THESE TALKS. 
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